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P 0207O0Z MAY 70 
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
TO RUEHC/SSCSTaTE WASKDC PRIORITY 639 
RUEHCR/AMEMBASSY SAIGON 331 
B^T ■ 

S E C R E T PHNOM PENH 700 

• NOD IS/ KHMER • r 

* * ♦ t — , 

*{J SJURfS OF CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL SRAY SAMAN AND 
‘ G MAY 2 MADE URGENT REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
MERCHANT SKIPS ON THE MEKONG. I DID NOT GATHER WHETHER 

■22? «*““ I" 1 ? °n a continuing basis'but r« imraxSri futurP 

S5S2t L W8 S2S? , «E E !! H DOyN RIVER - APPARENTLY CAMBODIANS ABLE 
S?l E ninI H ? ‘ - M P Sl 0l * DISTANCE BUT THERE IS . ONE STRETCH FROM 

SMS D SSuri?i?JS 3 J« > T ° TKE FR0 *’ TIER WHICH IS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS 
SINCE NAVIGATION CHANNEL. IS ONLY 20 METERS FROM SHORE LINED WITH . 
VC# 

TO §82?!™ D . I ,Bc?S»®S5SJfL' , l! AT KIN0 0F protection they wished 

TO RECalVivD, WHETHER NAVAL PATROL BOATS OR FROM AIR. 

?u T o° HfcP n A ? RR ?S IA I E DEPARTMENTS AND SAIGON’S VIEWS REGARDING 

A n LEASi ON A ONE TIME BASIS AND HOW IT COULD BEST BE 

CAMBODIAN TERRITORY^ WPMU} A6AIN P0SE PR03LEM 0? ENTERING INTO 

» 

COMMENT: IT IS EVIDENT THAT PROBLEM OF SAFETY ON RIVER IS ABOUT 
IP CAUSE MEW PROBLEM FOR CAMBODIA, ESPECIALLY PHNOM PENH, SINCE 

t2t2 R At A ^LSP ANTITIES 0F G00DS norm ^LLY ENTER CAMBODIA THROUGH ^ 
THIS CHANNEL. UNLESS SECURITY PROBLEM RESOLVED SHORTLY IT WILL 

ALSO POSE SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR EMBASSY WHICH EXPECTING CONSIDER- 
ABLE AMOUNTS OF EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE. 
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